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36 NOTES AND NEWS 

NOTES AND NEWS. 

Edited by W. D. Cairns. 

Dr. W. A. Hurwitz has been promoted to an assistant professorship of 
mathematics at Cornell University. 

Dr. Daniel Buchanan is assistant professor of mathematics at Queen's Uni- 
versity, Kingston, Ontario. 

Dr. H. E. Buchanan is professor of mathematics at the University of Tennessee. 

The Michigan State Teachers' Association met at Kalamazoo, October 29, 
30, 31. Mr. L. P. Jocelyn, of the Ann Arbor High School, presented a paper 
before the High School section devoted to the terminology of mathematics. Pro- 
fessor L. C. Karpinski, of the University of Michigan, presented a paper before 
the same section on correlation between arithmetic, algebra and geometry. 

A table of Natural Sines to every second of arc, and to eight places of deci- 
mals, computed by E. Gifford, was recently printed by Abel Heywood & Son, 
Manchester, England. The table covers 540 pages and is based on the well- 
known tables of Rheticus which were computed during the sixteenth century 
and have been revised by many later writers. 

Washington University, St. Louis, includes in its courses in descriptive geom- 
etry a treatment of the subject of axonometry. Does any of our readers know 
other institutions where work in this line is given? 

In the number of the Bibliotheca Mathematica, dated August 6, 1914, G. 
Enestrom makes additional remarks on modifications and corrections relating 
to the well-known Vorlesungen iiber Geschichte der Mathematik by Moritz Cantor. 
On page 281 of this number it is stated that unless one verifies the statements 
in Cantor's history one should regard them with suspicion. The corrections 
which have been noted in the Bibliotheca Mathematica have already reached the 
surprisingly large number of about 2,000. 

H. E. Timerding has recently issued a pamphlet entitled "Die Verbreitung 
mathematischen Wissens und mathematischer Auffassung" as part of the large 
series of books published by B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, Germany, under the general 
title "Die Kultur der Gegenwart." This pamphlet has been reviewed critically 
by G. Enestrom in a recent number of the Bibliotheca Mathematica. 

The students of mathematics at the University of Illinois maintain two 
mathematical clubs. One of these is mainly for undergraduates and first year 
graduates, and holds its meetings once a month. The other meets about twice 
a month to consider reports and papers by members of the faculty and advanced 
graduate students. For the past year Mr. C. M. Hebbert was chairman of 
the former, while Professor G. A. Miller was chairman of the latter of these 
two clubs. 
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So few works relating directly to the history of mathematics have been pub- 
lished in Italian that such a work as Archimedes e il suo tempo, by P. Midolo (Syra- 
cuse, Prem. Tipografia del " Tamburo," xxv+523 pp., 1912), is especially 
noteworthy. As the title indicates the author is concerned chiefly with the life 
and times of Archimedes. In the preface explicit statement is made that the 
book, dedicated to the cultured citizens of Syracuse, is not a work of erudition, but 
for the populace and the young student. However, the writer adds that neither 
is this a work of fantasy. A very readable account is presented, not only of the 
life but also of the works of Archimedes. Some effort is made to give a fairly 
complete bibliography, but prominent among the omissions are the articles by 
Tannery and Heath's Archimedes. The history of Syracuse is treated exten- 
sively, and also the general topic of mathematical instruction in ancient Greece. 

In School Review for October Mr. E. R. Breslich, of the University of Chicago 
High School, makes answer to the reported criticism of Superintendent Francis 
of the Los Angeles schools: "God bless the girl who refuses to study algebra. 
It is a study that has caused many a girl to lose her soul." Mr. Breslich main- 
tains that the friends of algebra have in recent years brought about notable 
changes, in that much abstract work is omitted or postponed to a later stage; 
that the subject is being vitalized by bringing it into touch with real life; that 
the processes of algebra are now illustrated and represented concretely by using 
space material. He thinks that pupils, under these circumstances, will have a 
fair chance to find out whether they like the subject and are able to do the work 
successfully, and that it may prove wise, on account of the abstract character of 
algebra, to teach algebra and geometry side by side. He concludes that those 
who protest against the old should help us to formulate the new. 

During the autumn and winter quarters a course in advanced calculus is 
offered by Professor E. J. Wilczynski in the University College of the University 
of Chicago. This course is given at a time which will suit the convenience of 
high school teachers of mathematics in Chicago and vicinity. 

The Columbia University Quarterly for September 1914 contains a tribute to 
the American astronomer George William Hill, who lectured for several years 
on celestial mechanics at Columbia University. A good portrait accompanies 
the article. 

A paper by Professor G. A. Miller entitled " Recent mathematical activities " 
appears in the November number of Popular Science Monthly. In this article 
Professor Miller comments, among other matters, on Sundman's solution of 
the three-body problem, the various American mathematical journals, the 
mathematical encyclopedias, and the present year's activity in the International 
Commission on the Teaching of Mathematics. 

In Volume 10 of the eleventh edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, under the 
word Fermat, there appears the following statement: "He died in the belief 
that he had found a relation which every prime number must satisfy, namely 
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2^ + 1 = a prime." It is very evident that most of the small prime numbers 
are not of this form. In the noted French encyclopedia, called Nouveau Larousse, 
there appears, under the word substitution, the following statement: "The 
notion of group due to Galois has opened a vast field." Every one ought to 
know that the notion of group is much older than the work of Galois. As these 
statements appear in works which are generally regarded as very reliable they 
are of especial interest. (G. A. Miller, in School Science and Mathematics.) 

In memory of Professor J. L. Gilpatrick, professor of mathematics in Denison 
University from 1873 until his death in 1912, the alumni society has raised a 
scholarship fund of $1,200. 

Professor 0. E. Glenn has been promoted to a professorship in mathematics 
in the University of Pennsylvania and Dr. H. H. Mitchell to an assistant pro- 
fessorship, while Dr. L. J. Reed has been appointed instructor in mathematics. 

According to Science, the University of Louvain has accepted the offer of 
Cambridge University to give the free use of its libraries, laboratories and lecture 
rooms during the present crisis, in order that the work of the Belgian University 
as a corporate body may be carried on without breach of continuity. Cambridge 
University has only 1,500 students, as against 3,500 last year, and other insti- 
tutions report a similar shrinkage. The German universities have about one 
third of their usual attendance. 

Miss Marian E. Daniells, formerly a graduate student at the University of 
Chicago, and later teacher of mathematics in the Fort Wayne, Indiana, high 
school, has accepted an instructorship in mathematics at Iowa State College, 
Cedar Falls. 

After ten years of successful experience, the Mathematical Club of Syracuse 
University has been reorganized into a mathematical fraternity, Pi Mu Epsilon, 
whose aims are the advancement of mathematics and scholarship. The fraternity 
was incorporated under the laws of the state of New York under date of May 
25, 1914. The charter members consist of members of the mathematical faculty, 
graduate students in mathematics, and undergraduate major and minor mathe- 
matical students. Among the powers granted under the articles of incorporation 
is that of granting charters to other chapters to be organized elsewhere. 

At Washington University, Mr. Raymond DuHadway has been appointed 
to an instructorship in mathematics for the year 1914-15, to fill the vacancy 
made by the resignation of Mr. James E. Donahue. 



